AND SEASONS. 


“Trath will prevail.” 


TIMES 
ts 
e 


Vor. Ill. No. 16.) 


From the Millennial Star. bis! 
GRAPES FROM THORN Sjand clergy claimed no new. commission 


AND FIGS FROM THIiSTLES. 


“Either make the tree good, and its fruit 
d, or else make the tree corrupt, and i 
ruit cerrupt. A tree is known by its fruit.”— 

{Jesus Cunist. 


This rule has often been applied to tke 
moral conduct of individual professors, but 
we now propose to apply it to religious 
systems, and churches; for.if a tree is 
known by its fruit, churches and systems 
may glso be known by their fruits. 

On all sides we turn our eyes we be 
hold the Christian world divided into sects 
and parties—all differing from each other 
and ail professing to be the church of 
Christ. Hence the inquiring mind often 
meets with extreme difficulty in ¢ndeavor- 
ing toascertain the right, from the wrong. 
All th& Protestant world agree that the 
Roman Catholic, or mother church, is so 
corrupt, and so far apostatised from the 
truth, that a reformation was not only 
needed but absolutely necessary. Many 
of them ever go so far as to say, that she 
is the ‘*mother of harlots’—the woman 
upon the “scarlet colored beast’’——‘‘anti- 
Christ”—“the man of sin,” &c. Indeed, 
her principles are so abominably. wicked, 
and so manifestly corrupt, that the think- 
ing mind is almost forced to the above 
conciugtons. 

But -still the Roman Catholic religion 
was the national religion of England for 
many hundred years. She built the an- 
cient chape!s where the Protestants now 
worship. Under her authority the coun- 
try was divided into parishes, bishopricka, 
&c. All te offices and ordinances were 
admiojstered by her. She ordained the 
bishops and clergy, and she christened 


christened anew. 
_Now comes the application of our text. ° 
If the mother church wasa tree, « 
why sHould Protestant England leave her 
communion? If, on the other hand, she 
was a bad tree, how could her priesthood 
and ordinances be geod? : 
- Question. From whence did the Pro- 
testant church derive her authority as to 
offices, ordinances, and christenings? 

Answer. From the Catholics. 

Quest. Was the Catholic church a 
good tree or a bad one? 

Ans. She was @ BaD one—so says 
protestantism. 

Quest. “Do men, gather grapes from 
thorns, or figs from thist/es’’—can a bad 
tree produce a good stock or branch? i, 

Ans. ‘Either make the tree good and 
its fruit gopd, or else make the tree cor- 
rupt and its fruit corrupt; a tree is known 
by its fruits.” 

Now accerding to the plainest rules 
logic, if the Catholic church was Antis 
Christian, then her christening, or bap- 
tism, and her priesthood, was not ef heaven 
but of men. God neither recognized the 
Catholic church as his church—her min- 
isters as 47s ministers, or her ordinances 
as his ordinances. ‘Then as a‘matter of 
course, the Protestants were without a 
Christian ministry, and without a Chris- 
tain baptism, when they first dissented 
from the Catholics. Therefore their,on- 
ly alternative would have been to have 
received a new commission by revelation 
om ‘Heaven; and, consequently, a new 
baptism. That is, all the Protestant peo- 


the entire population, from generation to 
generation. . At length, in the: reign of 
Henry the VIII, the authorities of Eng- 
land and most of her population became 
Protestants, they Were excommunicated 
from the communion of the mother 
church, and withdrew from her fellow- 
ship. 

At length, after many bloody struggles 
the Church of England was established in 
her present form. But still she professed 
to retain ordinances 
which she had received from the Catholic 


ple, both clergy and jaymen, should have 
been considered as unbaptized, until they 
were administered to by Protesiants, who 
had been commissioned by new revelation, 

The fact of her having, retaiped her 


baptism and her priesthood, which she - 


receivéd, while Catholic, establishes the 
point beyond controversy, that she is'a 
stock or branch of the old tree, And by 


so doing she virtually acknowledges the « | 


tree. from ‘which she grew to bea good 
tree, ar herselfa badone. | 


If then, the Catholic church is eonsid- 
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revelation from God. 


| Aaron was called by revelation. 
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— 
ered a “thorn” or “thistle,” the Protes-llor as fruit.is produced. from a tree, A 
well might man attempt to produce apples 
or figs independent of a tree, as to expect 
a church of Christ to be in existence with- 
out apostles, prophets, ¢-c., to administer 
the ordinances and blessings thereof. 


tant éhurch cannot be considered a jig 
or grape. 

“game remarks will, in all their 
force apply to Methodism in all its branches 
and to all other systems which have de- 
rived their priesthood and ordinances froin 
the mother church. If the Catholics are 
false, then Protestantism has no founda- 
ion. Luther derived his authority from 
the Catholics. Wesley derived his au- 
thority and baptism from the established 
church, and so did his followers. 

_ We might trace this matter from one 
branch of reformers or dissenters to ano- 
ther, fn all their various sects, from the 
the early dawn of the pretended reforma~ 
tion down to the smallest sprig or branch, 
af which the great tree of corrupt Chris- 
tianity, Or anti-christianity, is composed; 
but we forbear. Suffice it to say, that 
the same rule will apply to all, except 
such as can absolutely claim authority by 


But churchmen, Methodist, and Protes- 
tants in general, deny in the plainest 
terms, the possibility of any revelation 
later than the Bible. 

Hence if you enquire of them what they 
have against the principles of the Latter 
Day Saints, the answer is, ‘“‘Thev are 
deluded because they admit of new re- 
velatiun.” - 

Now the very moment they (the Pro- 
testants) take this stand, they deprive 


. themselves of every claim to authority 


from God, in ministering holy things, un- 
less it is derived from the mother o 
abominations, 

“No man taketh this ministry upon 
himself (says Paul) but him who is called 
of God, as was Aaron.” It is plain that 
One of 
the prophets in reproving the corruptions 
of the priesthood, says as follows: ‘The 
priests’ lips should keep knowledge and 
receive the Law at his (God’s) mouTH.”’ 
Revelation is inseparably connected with 
the priesthood, as an unchanging princi- 
ple from alleternity toalleternity. Where 
there is no gift of revelation there can be 
no priesthood, and where there is no 


priesthood there can be no ordinances of 


God, and where there are no‘ordinances 
of God there can be no church of God.— 
All doctrine. ordinances, gifts, and bless~ 
ings pertaining to'4he: church of God, 
spring from an inspired priesthood as di- 
rectly as a stream flows from a fountain, 


Since the great apostacy from primi. 


tive Christianity, all the reformers of 
which we have any knowledge have full. 
en into this ene inconsistency, viz: of 
patching new cloth on to old garments; 
and thus the reat has been made worse. 
For instance, the Protestants have soyght 
a reformation in doctrine without a re- 
commission and a new administration of 
ordinances. .The Wesleyans sought a re- 
formation in pgactice, without a refor. 
mation of doctrine. The Irvingites spught 
to graft the gifts of the spirit on to 
a corrupt church, without a change of or 
dinances or priesthood. The Rev. Alex- 
ander Campbell has attempted to restore 
the ordinances without the priesthood, or 
gifts of the spirit. The friends or Quak- 
ers have considered both priesthood and 
ordinances of no use, li 

itself is sufficient, &c., &c. Thus all the 
attempts at reformation have failed to 
produce the desired effect; ages have roll- 
ed away, and the rent is still made worse, 
or the new wine has burst the old bottles; 
and thus bottles and wine have been lost 
or destroyed. 


that the spirit 


At length the full time had arrived for 
the great restoration of all things to com- 
mence, for the great and last dispensation 
to be ushered into the world. e Lord 
uttered his voice from the heavens, an 
holy angel came forth and restored the 
priesthood and apostleship, and heace has 
arisen the ehurch of the saints;* new io 
priesthood, new in ordinances, new in spirit 
gifts, and blessings. It claims no affinity 
with the ‘mother of harlots or any of her 
daughters.”’ It denies the ordinances and 
priesthood which have grown out of her 
roots. In short it isa NEw TREE—NEW 
FRUIT—-NEW WINE and NEw* BOTTLES,NEW 
CLOTH and NEW GARMENTS—NEW LEVEN 
and NEW LUMP—-a new covenant and 
spirit; and may it roll on till we havea 
new heaven and a new earth, that we may 
dwell forever in the new Jerusalem, while 
old things pass away, and all things are 
made -new, even so, Amen. 


* New to this generation. 


‘Train up a child in the waa he should go,.s 
when heis old he Mite: 


not depart from it 
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
Coatinued. 


“did not “however go immediately to 


translating, but went to laboring with 
my hands upon a small farm. which | 
had purchased of my wife’s father, in 
order to provide for my family. In the 


month of February eighteen hundred and 
twenty nine my father came to visit us 
at which time I received the following 


revelation for him. 


Revelation to Joseph Smith, Sen., given 
February, 1829. 

Now behold, a marvelous work is 
about to come forth among the children 
of men, therefore, O ye that embark in 
the service of God, see that ye serve ‘him 
with all your heart, might, mind and 
strength, that ye may stand blameless 


before God at the last day: therefore, if 


ye have desires to serve God,.ye ate 
called to the work, for behold the field is 
white already to harvest, and lo, he that 
thursteth in his sickle with his might, the 
same layeth up in store that he perish 
not, but bringeth salvation to his soul, 
end faith, hope, chamity, and love, with 
an eye single to the glory of God, quali- 
fies him for the work. 

Remember faith,virtue,knowledge,tem- 
peranee,patience, brotherly kindness, godli- 
ness,charity, humility diligence. Ask and 
ye shall receive, knock and it shall be 
opened unto you. Amen. } 

The. following I applied for at the re- 
quest of the aforementioned Martin Har- 
ris, and obtained. 

| Revelation given March 1829. 

Behold I say unto you, that as my 
servant Martin Harris has desired a wit- 
ness at-'my hand, that you, my servant 


Joseph Smith, jr. have got the plates of 


which you Have testified and borne re- 
cord that you have received of me: and 
now b:hold, this shall vou say unto him, 
He who spake unto you said unto you, 
1 thé &ord am God, and have given these 
things unto you, my servant Joseph 
Smith, jr. and have commanded you that 
you shall stand as a witnesg of these 
things, and | have caused you that you 
should enter into a covenant with me 
that you should not show them except to 
those persons to whom I command you; 
and you have no power over them ex- 
cept. grant it unto you. And you have 
a gift. to transiate the piages; and this is 
the frat gift that | bostowed upon you, 


and I have commanded that you should 
pretend to no other gift until -my 
is fulfilled in this; for 1 will 
you no other gift until it is finished. 
Verily I say unto you, that wo 
shall come unto the inhabitants of the 
earth if they will not hearken unto my 
words: for hereafter you shall be or- 
dained and go forth and deliver my words 
unto the children of men. 
they will not believe my ‘words, they. 
would not believe you, my servant Jo- 
seph, if it were possible that you could 


unto 


show them all these things which I have | 


committed unto you. O this unbelieving 
and stifinecked generation, mine anger 
is kindled against them. 

Behold verily, I say unto you, I 
have reserved those things which | have 
entrusted unto you, my servant Joseph, 
for a wise purpose ip me, and it shall be 
made known unto future generations; 
but this generation shall have my word 
through you; and in addition to your 
testimony the testimony of three of my 
servants, whom shall call and ordain, 
unto whom | will show these things: and 
they shall forth with my a that 
are given thropgh you, yea, they shall 
know of a surety that these things are 
true: for from heaven will | declare it 
unto them: I will give them power that 
they may behold and view these things 
as they are; and to none else will I grant 
this power, to receive this same testi- 
mony, among this generation, in this, 
the beginning of the rising up, and the 
coming forth of my church out of the 
wilderness—clear as the moon, aad fair as 
the sun,and terrible as an army with ban- | 
ners. And the testimony of thrce wit- 
nesses will I send forthof my word; and 
behold whosoever believeth on my words. 
them will I visit with the manifestation 
of my Spirit, and they shall be born of 
me, even of water and of the Spirit. 
And you must wait yet a little while; for 
y@ are not yet ordained—and their testi- | 
mony shall also go forth unto the con- 
demnation of this generation if they har- 
den their hearts against them: for a des- 
olating scourge shall go forth among the ' 
inhabitants o 
tinue to be poured out, from time to time, 
if they repent not, until the earth is empty. 
and the inhabitants thereof are consumed © 
away, and utterly by “the 
brightness of my. coming, Behold, I tell 
you these things even asf also told the, 


Behold if ~ 


the earth, and shall con- — 


\ 


| 
| i 
| 
| 
_* 


: of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and.my word shall be verified at this time, 
ag it hath hitherto been verified. 


And now | command you, my ser- 
vant Joseph, to repent and walk more 
uprightly before me, and yield to the 
persuasions of men no more; and that 
you be firm in keeping the command- 
ments wherewith I have commanded you, 
and if you do this, belfold I grant unto you 
eternal life, even if you should be slain.” 

And now again I speak unto you, 
my servant Joseph, concerning the man 
‘that desires the witness: behold I say 
unto him he exalts himself and does not 
humbdie himself sufficiently before me: 
but if he will bow down before me, and 
humble himseif in mighty prayer and 
faith, in the sincerity of his heart, then 
will I grant unto him @ view of the things 
which he desires to see. And then he 
shall say unto the people of this genera- 
tion, behold I have seen the things which 
the Lord has shown unto Joseph Smith, 
jr. aod I know of a surety that they are 
true, for 1 have seen them: for they 
have been shown unto me by the power 
of God and notof man. And I the Lord 
command him, my servant Martin Har- 
ris, that he shall say no more unto them 
concerning these things, except he shall 
say I haveseen them, and they have been 
shown unto me by the power of God: 
and these are the words which he shall 
say. But if he deny this he will break 
the covenant which he has before cove- 
nanted with me, and behold he is con- 
demned. And now except he humble 
himself and acknowledge unto me the 
things that he has done which are wrong, 
_and covenant with me that he will keep 
my commandments, and exercise faith 
in me, behold, I say unto him, he shall 
have no such views; for I will grant un- 
to him no views of the things of which I 
have spoken. And if this be the case I 
command you, my servant Joseph, that 
you shall say unto him, that he shall do 
no more, ror trouble me any more con- 
cerning this matter. 

Ard if this be the case, behold | 
say upte thee Joseph, when thou hast 
translated a few more pages thou shalt 
stop for a season, even until | command 
thee again: then thou mayest translate 
agaio. And except.thou do this, behold 
thou shalt have no more gift, and I will 

away the things which | have en- 
trasted with thee. And now because 


foresee the lying in wait to destroy thee: 
oa, | foresee that if my servant Martin 
Harris humbleth not himself, and re- 


ceive a witness from my hand, that he 


will fall into transgression; and there are 
many that lie in wait to destroy thee 
from off the face of the earth: and for 
this cause, that thy days may be pro- 
longed, | have given unto thee these com. 
mandments; yea for this cause I have 
said, stop and stand still untill | command 
thee, and I will provide means wherby 
thou mayest accomplish the thing which 
[ have commanded thee; and if thou art 
faithful in Keeping my commandments, 
thou shalt be lifted up at the last day. 
Amen. 


TRAITS OF THE MOSAIC HISTORY, 

| FOUND AMONG TRE AZTECA NATIONS. 

The tradition commences with an account of 
the deluge, as they had preserved it in books 
made from the buffalo and deer skin, on which 
account there is more certainty than if it had 
been preserved by mere oral tradition, handed 
down irom father to son 

They begin by painting, or as we would sa 
by telling us that Noab, whqm they call Tezpi, 
saved himself with his wife, whom they call 


Xochiquetzal, on a rai®or canoe. ‘Is not this” 


the ark? ‘The raft or canoe rested on or at the 
foot of a mountain, which they call Colhuacan. 
Is not this Ararat?’ The men born after this de- 
luge were born dumb. Is not this the confu- 
sion.of language at Babel? A dove from the 
top of a tree destributés languages to them in 
the form of an olive leaf. Is not this the dove 
of Noah, which retarned with that leaf in her 
mouth, as related in Genisist They say that 
on this raft, besides Tezpi and his wife, were 
soveral children, and animals, with grain, the 
preservation of which was of importance to man- 
kind. Is not this in almost exact accordance 
with what was saved in the ark with Noah, as 
stated in Genisis? 

When the Great Spirit, Tezcatlipoca, ordered 
the waters to withcraw, Tezpi sent out from his 
raft a vulture, which never returned, on account 
of the po quantitics of dead careases which 
it found to feed upon. Is not this the raven of 
Noah, which did not return when it wes sent out 
the second time, for the very reason here assign - 
ed by the Mexicans? Tezpi sent other birds 
one of wliich was the humming bird; this bird 
alone returned, bolding in its beak a branch 
covered with leaves. fs not this the dédve?— 
Tezpi, sceing that fresh verdure now clothed 
the earth, quitted his raft near the mountain of 
Colhuacen. Js not this an allusion to Ararat of 
Asia? They say the tongues which the dove 
gave to mankind, were infinitely varied; 
when received, they immediately diepersed.— 
But among them there were 15 heads or chiefs 
of fansil‘es, which were permitted tos the 
same Janguage, and these were the Taltecs, the 
Aculhucans and Azteca nations who embodied 
themselves together, which was very natufal, 
hand traveled they kfiew not where, but at length 


attived in the country of Aztalang or the lake 
country in America. 


| 
| 
| 


The plate or engraving presented here is a 

su! the deluge of Noab; 

of the capfusion of at 

the building of the tower of Babel, as related in 
‘the Book of Genisis. (see chap. vii and xi. 

We have derived the subject of this plate from 
Baron Humbolt’s volume of in Mez- 
ico, who found it painted on a manuscript book, 
made of the leaves of some kind of tree, suita- 
ble for the,pu , after the manner of the 
cient nations of the sultry parts of Asia por, | 
the Mediterranean. 

Among the vast multitude of painted repre- 


sentations found by this author on the buoks of; one of the tribes in h 
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did notvesurn on account of eat number 
of dead.carcasses with now 
dried in some places shounded. __ 

Tezpi gent out other birds ene of which was the 
humming bird; thie bird alone returned | to 
the boat, holding in hia beak a branch cov- 
ered withgleaves, Tezpi now knowing that 
the earth was dry, being clothed with fresh 
verdure, quitted his bark near the mountain 
Colhucan or Ararat. A tradition of the sama 
fact, the deluge, is aleo found among the Indi- 
ausof the Northwest. I received, says a late 
traveller, the following account from a Chief of 
own words, in the Eng- 


the natives, made also frequently of prepared ||lish. ‘*An old man live great while ago, he 


skins of animals, were delineat 
ing circumstances and hist 
the fall of man, and of the seduction of the wo- 
manj by the means of the serpaat, the first mur-’ 


of the deluge, 


all the lead-: wery good man, he have three sons. The 


great spirit tell him go make a raft—build wig- 
wam on top; for he make itrain wery much.— 
When this done, Great spirit say, put in two of 


deras perpetrated by Cain on the person of his}! all the creatures, then take sun moon—all the 


brother Abel. 

The plate, however, heie presented shows no 
more than a picture of the flood, with Nosh 
afloat on a raft, or as the traditions of some o 
the nations say on a tree,a canoe,and some say in 
a vessel of huge dimensione. Italso shows by 


the group of men approaching the bird, a come- 


' hat ebscure history of the confusion of the an- 
cient language at the building of Babel, by re- 
presenting them as 


ceive the gift of speech from a dove, which| 


flutters in the branches of the tree, while she pre- 
sents the languages to the mute throng, by be- 
stowing ypon esch individual a leaf of the tree, | 
which is shown im the form of small commas’ 
suspended from its beak. 
mong the different nations, according to 
intings which represent e deluge, orflood 

The painting of which the plate is the repre- 
sentation, shows Tezpi, or Noah, in the midst 
of the waters Jaying on his back. The moun- 
tain, the summit of which is crowned by a tree 
and rises above the waters is the peak of Colh u-| 
can, the Ararat of the Mexicans. At the foot 
of the*mountain on each side appear the heads: 
of Noah and his wife. The woman is known): 
by the two points extending up from her fore- 
head, which is the universal designation of the 
female sex among the Mexicans. The horn at the 
left hand'‘of the tree with a human hand pcint- 
ing to it, is the character representing a moun- 
tain and fhe head of a bird placed above the 
head of Tezpior Noah, shows the vulture which 
the Mexicans say Tezpi sent out of his acalli or 
boat to see if the waters had subsided. — 

In the figure of the bird with the leaves of a 
tree in his beak, is shown the circumstance of 


preservat 
to mankind. When the Great 
ordered the waters jo with 
t out from his 
food was thay of deed carcases, it 


Tezcatli- 
Tezpi or 


oah 
bird's 


| of the 
should be scattered upon al: the face of the 


red and his brother were not confound 
avuiture. But Ja 


stars, put them in—get in himself with his Eeus 

wife) children, shut door, all dark outside.— 

hen itrain much, hard many days. When 
they stay there long time—Great Spirit say, old 
man go out. So he take, diving animal, sao gy - 
see if fiad the earth; so he went, come back, 
not findany thing. Then he wait 
send out rushguash see what he find hen 
he come back, brought some mud in he paw; 


being born dumb, who re-| old man wery glad; he tell mushquash he wery 


good, long this world stand be ong 
quash, no man ever kill you all. en few days 
more he take wary pretty bird send him out see 
what it find; that bird no come back}; so he sent 
out one white bird that come bac§, have grass 
in he mouta. So old man know water going 
down. The Great Spirit say, old man, let sun, 
moon, stars go out, old mantoe. He go out, 
rafton much big mountain when he see pretty 
bird he sent out first, eating dead thinge—he 
say, bird you do no right, when me send you 
no come back, you must be black, you no prety 
bird any, more—yon always eat bad things. So 
it was black.” 


There are many things contained in the above 


| that go to support the testimdny of the Book of 


Mormon, as well as that of the Mosaic history. 
The Mexican records agree so well with the 
words of the book of Ether (found by the peo- 
ple of Limhi, which is contained in the Book of 
Mormon) in relatioe to the confounding of lan- 


‘guages, that we insert the following: 


BOOK OF ETHER—CHAP. I. 
Which Jered came forth 
with his brother and their families, with some 
others and their families, from the great tower 
at the time the Lord confounded the language 
le, and sw ear in his wrath that they 


earth; and according to the wora of the Lord 


‘the people were scattered. And the brother of 


Jarad being a large and mighty man, and bei 
a man highly favored of the Lord; for Jared his 
brother said unto him, cry unto the Lord, that 
he will not confound us that we may not under- 
stand our words. And it came to pass that the 
brother of Jared did cry unto the Lord, énd the 
Lotd had compession upon Jared; therefore he 
did not confound the language of Jared; and Ja- 
Then 
‘unto the 


| 

the gove’s return tothe ark, when it had been 4 
sent out the second time bringing a branch of 

the olive in its mouth; but in their tradition it 

had become misplaced, arid-is made the author | 

of the languages. That birds have a language 7 
was believed by the nations of the old world. 

Some of those nations retain a surprising tradi- , 
tional account of the deluge; who say that Noah 
embarked in a spacious*acalls or boat, with his 
wife,bis children, several animals, and grain,the/| 

Lord,and it maybe that he will turn away bis an- 


= 
ger from them who ere our friends, drat he con- 

ound not their oe. And it came 
that the brother ef Jared did cry unto the Lord 
andghe Lord had compassion upon thetr friends 
and their families also, that they were not con- 
founded. And it came to pass that Jared spake 
again untoj his brother, eaying, and in- 
quire of the Lord whether he will drive us out 
of the lend, and if he will] drive us out of the 
land, ery unto him whither we shall go.— 
And whe knoweth but the Lord will carry us 
forth into a land which is choice above all the 
earth. Andif it so be, Jet us be faithful unto 


the Lord, phat we mayreceive it for our in-|j 


heritance, 

‘And it came to pass that the brother of Jared 
did cry unto the Lord according to that which 
had been spoken by the mouth of Jated. And 
it came to pass that the Lord did hear the bro- 
ther of Jared, anc had compassion upon him and 
said unto him, go to and gather ow thy 
flocks, both male and female of every kind; and 
also of the seéd of the earth of every kind, 
and thy families; and also Jated thy brother and 
his family; and also thy friends and their fami- 
lies, and the friends of Jared and their families. 
And when thou hast done this, thou shalt go at 
the head of them down into the valley that is 
northward. And there will 1 meet thee, and 
I will go before thee into s land whichfis choice 
above all the land of the earth. And there will 
I bless thee and thy sced, and raise up unto me 
of thy seed, and of the seed of thy brother, and 
they who shall g° with thee, a great nation.— 
And there shall be none greater than the nation 
which I will raise up unte me of thy seed; upon 
all the face of the earth.’ And thus I wi!!l do 
unto thee beeause this long time ye have cried 
unto me. 

, Here, then, we bave two records found upon 
this continent, that go to support the words of 
eternal truth—the Bible; and whilst these re- 
cords, both of them, samction the testimony of 
the scriptures in regard to the flood, the tower 
of Babel, and the confusion of languages; the 
tradition and hyeroglyphics of the Zaltees, the 
Colhuacans, and the Azteca nations, in regard 
to the confusion of languages and their travels 
to this land, is so like that contained in the Book 
of Mormon, that. the striking analogy must be 
seen by every syperficial observer. 

In regard to the é¢onfusion of languages it 
is said of the @bove nations, that there were 
“fifteen heads, or chiefs of families, that were 
permitted to speak the eame language.” The 
Book of Mormon, concerning the same event, 
says: “And it came to pass that the brother of 
Jared did cry unto the Lord; and the Lord had 
compassion qp Jered, therefore he did not con- 
found the language of Jared’*—and it farther 
states that Jared’s brother’s language was not 
confounded; and they then prayed for their 
families and friends also, and the Lord heard 
them in their behalf; and their language was 
not confounded. These accounts, then, pre- 
cisely one of which was found in Ontario 
county, N. Y,, and the other in Maxice. 
Again, those nations, or familios, embodied 
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themselves er and traveled they knew not 
where, but at je arrived in the' country of 
Aztalan, or the lake country of Aeefita. 
Book'of Mormon says, that the brother of Jared 
cried unto the Lord, that he would give them 
another land; the Lord heard him, and told him 
logo to a certain place, ‘‘and there I will meet 
thee and go before thee into a land which is 
choice above all the land of the earth.” This 
it further speaks is the land of America. The 
coincidence is so striking that further comment 
is unnecessary.—Ep. 


For the Times and Seasons. 
LETTER FROM TENNESSEE. 

Putnam County, Tenn., May 18, 1842. 
Mr. Epitor:—Dear Sir—lIt devolves 
upon me, although a painful duty, to an- 
nounce to you the present state and con- 
dition of affairs as we have found them 
in this place. On the 18th of March.I 
arrived at the city of Nashville, and after 
visiting several branches of the church, 
and setting them in order according to my 
appointment, 1 was informed) by Dr. 
Alfonzo Young, that recently, a branch 
of the church had been organized in Put- 
nam county, by William and Alford 
Young, who professed to teach our prin- 
ciples, viz: The faith of the Latter Day 
Saints. in order to give you the opportu- 
nity of suppressing the progress of diffi- 
culties arising from false teachers, we ad- 
dress this line to you for your informa- 
tion;+ being thoroughly} acquainted with 
many of the principles taught by them, 
and also of the evils resulting from their 
teachings and conduct. They profess to 
be empowered with ten supernatural gifts, 
nine of them are contained in the 12th 
chapter of @st Corinthians—raising the 
dead they claimasthe 10th. Mr. Daniel 
Hunt, one of their coadjutors, in addition 
to the gifts above mentioned, claims to be 
the personage spoken of in the 20th chap- 
ter of Revelations who is to bindihe drag- 
on a thousand years; he also professes to 
have the power to seal up unto eternal 
life. They have made six proselytes near 
the town of Alexandria, De Kalb county. 
The authenticity of the Book of Mormon 
was by them held in obscurity, and when 
interrogated on the subject they would re- 
ply, that the time would come when the 
should arrive at its contents; that the 
was not designed to be taught to the Gen- 
tiles at present, and.that it was only to 
be taught to the Jews in order to effect 
their restoration. They pretended to raise 


the dead while in Smith county,,twenty 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


displays of the spirit, was exhibited in} to the faith of the Letter Day Saints, par- 
, raising one of the above named ministers} ticularly by those who were watching for 
who died: while on his mission to this}\iniquity, in so much that Wwe were threat- 
place, and in performing this operation as! ened with mobs if we did not leave the 
well as many others trange‘manceuvers,|! neighborhood immediately, stating that 
they would act as the spirii dictated, and||Mormonism had already destroyed the 
when satan would approach them they| peace of some of their, citizens; however, 
would wind up his bands—this they did || we did not regard threats, and knowing 
to prevent his influence over them—by || most asuredly if we should shrink from 
a motion of the hands and accompanied|/our duty and not Woclaim against such 
with words uttered in a harsh heavy tone, || proceedings, and discard all such conduct 
this was the second revolution performed.|/and folly as was exhibited in this place 
They have some tremendous combats with || by these impostors, that we would not 
the devil in order to ge pre for the con-|| stand acquitted before that God to whom | 
test, they would take off their coats and|! wo must, as well as all men, render an 
hats and roll up their sleeves, as though] impartial account of our stewardship.— 
they had a Goliah to encounter, and after|| Under these considerations I determined 
an engagement of several hours, they ||to try to remove the veil of obscurity, | 
would finally succeed in divesting the|):ha: sin snould be reproved, and truth vin- | 
room of these demons; but frequently af-|| gicated; so I frankly told them that the 
ter the doors were closed great exertion spirit by which they were actuated, eme- 
was*made to prevent their returning|| sated ftom Lucifer, the prince of dark- 
again. These were'some of the effects|| ness, and that its delusive influence would 
of that spirit which animated the bosom ultimately prove destructive to all the 
of these counterfeit Mormons. They souls that were influenced by it if they'did 
taught their converts to contend for the not resist it immediately. Elder Samuel 
same spirit which they possessed, and|/ Prost came to my assistance a. few days 
when they obtained it and were impelled||, fer | arrived here, and has been labor- 
by it, it produced a change of countenance ing diligently with me ever since to re- | 
depicted with horror; a trembling, twitch-|| nove the prejudice and erroneous notions = * 
ing, falling down and wallowing in the!) nat were imbibed by many in conse- | 
mud; others would snort like wild beasts, quence of false teachings; and truly the 
bark as dogs, run through the creek, pres Lord has blessed us, and confirmed the 
tending to sing and speak in tongues, CTY || word by signs following; for the sick have 
ing prophecy, prophecy; others would lie|| 66, restored immediately by the prayer 3 
in a swoon for several hours, and spring-|| .¢ faith through the atoning blood of the 
ing to their feet again, state that the spirit!) covenant, in the name of Jesus. Un- 3 
had commanded them to chastise certain]! (1... spirits, also, have been subject to the 
characters who were present, and would priesthood through our administration in 
then fall upon them with all their strength 2 number of instances, the most of those 
as though they were to/be exterminated that were possessed of the evil spirit have 
in reality; one of these young ladies fell been restored to their proper mind, indeed 
on her knees before me,and said, although [ never realized so sensibly the worth of 
I was a stranger yet she loved me because the power of the priesthood since | have 
1 was a preacher, and attempted to put been called to the mintstry, as I did on 
her arms around my neck; | put forth Pa this occasion. I have haptized 28 per- : 
hand and rebuked the evil spirit by whic sons in .Rutherford, Smith, and Putnam 
she‘was actuated, and she immediately counties. Brothers Frost and Linzey | 
fell tothe earth and wept with shame. have baptized 22 in Knox county. We 
Those gentlemen | have not seen who in- have many calls to preach, ag prejudice 
troduced these principles into this neigh- has given way.toa great extent, and I 
borhood, they left here aqme time in the think there is not only a possibility, but 
month of March, and directed their course||, obability, of effecting a considerable 
for the western district of Tennessee. work in this place. 2 | 
But this was We remain, as ever yours, | 
these miserableand unfortunate proselytes lasti lof 
when Dr. and myself came to}; In the everias JOHN LEE, | 
their relief. is course of conduct, youl} A. YOUNG, 
aware: produced great | SAMUEL B. FROST. 
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_We publish the foregoing letter entire; and for 


the information of the citizens of the neighbor- 


hood where the cireumstances transpired, take | 
this opportunity df expressing our decided, un-/ 
qualified disapprobation of the proceedings of 
William and Alford Young. If they have ever} 
been united with this Church aad are not cut} 

., || nouncement is amusing enough; while, at 
off, we withdraw fellowship from them until | the same time, it shows most conclusively 


we commend Elders Lee, Young and Frost for the blindness and folly of religious fanati- 


they make satisfaction for what they have done; 


the course they have @ken in this affair, 
would recommend that all those who have en- 


form, be cut off from the Church; such spirits 


for they are of the devil; the spirit of God never 
was, is not now, nor never will be manifested in 
the indecoroys manner, that the spirit above 


referred to maifested itself in. 
It is a shame for any man, much more a wo- 


man, to participate in such outrageous, inhuman, 
abominable and devilish transactions; and we 
frequently wonder where men put the little com- 
mon eense that they possess, when they sufler 
themselves to be intluenced hy such unreasona- 
bie, ungodly spirits, David once feigned him- 
self mad, in order that he might eseape . from 
_ the hands of a king who held him in bondage, 
but these men voluntanly and unblushingly 


act the madman, and would fain palm their wild | more foolish, if we think of it for a mo 


MORMONISM. 
(<7 The Editor of the ‘Signs of the 

Times,”"—the paper that advocates: the 

coming of Christ next _year,—proposes 


|to publish “a pamplet in a few weeks, 


which will fully expose the iniquity of 
the Mormon delusiun.” Such an ep- 


The doctrines of the Mormons 
to be sure, somewhat inconsistent 


reason and common sense; but when 


|viewed by the Lible, which is a very dif- 


ought at all times to be opposed and put down, : ferent sort of light and a very dubious 


jone, they appear on the whole, quite as 


authentic as Christian doctrines general- 
ly. Whatever may be the absurdities 
of the Mormons, (we mean their doc- 


itrines, not themselves, for personally we 


believe they are quite as correct a 
people as can be found in any Christian 
sect in existence, )—whatever, we repeat, 
may te the absurdities of their doctrines, 
they have nons so supremely ridiculous 
as that advocated by the signs of the 
Times;"’ and if the Editor was not clean 
gone in religious moromania he must 
certainly see it himself. What ean be 


rantings, their braying and beastly propensities, || ment, than the doctrines of Christ’s bodi- 


which is the product of a frantic brain and be- 
wildered imagination, and the offspring of satan 
- upon Ged and the Mormons: by ealling it the 
spirit of God and themselves Mormons. If this 
be the epirit of God we ere ignorant of it, and 
if this be Mormonism we have it yet to learn. 
The plain principles of truth, the gift and bless- 
ings of the gospel as they existed in the primitive 
days; the pure principles of truth as taught by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and taught and adminis- 
tered in by the,Apostles, subject us to sufficient 


ly appearance in the clouds with a reti- 
nue of angels, &c., all of them sailing 
through the air and blowing trumpets as 
they pass? The idea éven on Bible au- 
thority, is nonsensical in the extreme, 
since all these pretended personages being 
spiritual, it is impossible they can be 
seen by material beings, or perform ma- 
terial works. Nor does the Bible afford 
any .more conclusive authority for the 


|doctrine that Christ is to come next year 


approbrivéin, without having fathered upon us|jor at any particular time, since Christ 


the offspring of satan, and the ebulitions of a 
frantic mind and disordered brain. 

We would refer our readers to an article writ- 
ten upon this subject in the 11th No. of this wol. 
headed **Try the Spirits.” As we have so late- 
ly written upon this subject, it will be unneces- 
sary for us to enter into particu'ars at the pre- 
sent; but we would say, “try the spirits,” 
**prove all thinge, and hold fast that which is 
good.” Paul kas said ‘God is not the author of 


confusion, but of order as in all the churches of 


the Saints..—Ep. 
(<t~ A new edition of the BOOK OF MOR- 


himself expressly declares in the 24th 


Chapter of Matthewand 36 verse, that 


‘tof that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not even the angels of heaven, but 


imy Father only.” But in the face of this 


high authority, which all Christians if 


consistent, ought to be governed by, the 


Rev. Editor of the “Signs of the Times,” 


does not hesitate to speak confidently of 
the time of Christ's eoming—thus pre- 


the knowled 


suming in fact, to 

jof God himself! And yet he deliberately 
|reproaches the Mormons for being delu- 
ided! How very applicable in this case, 


MON has just come out of press, and will be|lare the words of one of ern may 


. bound in e few days, and rebdy for sale. 


Physician heal thyseif!”—Boston 


822 | 
| 
tertained this spirit and will net repent and re- C absurd, wheh viewed by the light of 
| 


forter and « witness bearer, “that it brings 
things past to our remembrance, leads us into 
jall truth, and shews us of things tocome:” we 
| believe that “na man can know that Jesus is 


FIMES AND SEASONS. 


CITY OF NAUVOO, 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 1842. 


Bt jin it in all its fulliiess, and power, and great- 
jness, and glory: but whilst we do this we be — 
GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST. lieve in it rationally, reasonably, consistently, 


; and scripturally, and not according to the wild 
Various and conflicting are the opinions of| vagaries, foolish, notiops and traditions of men. 
men in regard to the gift of the Holy Ghost. | * very apt to run to 


|The human family 2 
Some people have been in the habit of calling extremes, especially in religious matters, and 
hence people in general, either want some 


every supernatural manifestation, the effects o 

the spirit of God, whilst there are others that} miraculous display, or they will not believe 
think their is no manifestation eonnected with}; the gift of the Holy Ghost at all. If : 
jan elder lays his hands upon a person, it 


it at all; and that it is nothing buta mere im-| 
pulse of the mind, oran inward feeling, impres-}i i, thought by many that the person must 
sion, or secret testimony or evidence which} immediately rise and speak in’ tongues,“and 
men possess, and that there is no such thing} prophesy; this idea is gathered from the 
asan outward manifestation. It is not to bel] .ircumstance of Paul laying his hands upon 
wondered at that men should be ignorant, in certain individuals who had been previously 
a gregt measure, of the principles of salvation,| (as they stated) baptized unto John’s baptiste; 
and more especially of the nature, office, pow-} which when he had done, they “spake with 
er, influence, giftsand blessings of the Gift of| tongues and prophesied.” Philip also, when 
the Holy Ghost; when we consider that the|/he had preached the gospel to the inhabitants 
haman family have been enveloped in gross} of the eity of Samaria, sent for Peter and John, 
who when they came lsid their hands upon . 


| darkness and ignorance for many centuries 
them for the gift ef the Holy Ghost, for aa yet 


past without revélation, or any just crite-| 


} ‘tion to arrive at a knowledge ef the things||he was fallen upon none of them; and when 
| of God, which can only be known by the spirit || Simon Magus saw that through the laying on 
of God. Hence it not unfrequently occurs, of the apostles hands the Holy Ghost was given, 
that when the elders of this church preach to|| he offered them money that he might possess 
the inhabitants ef the world, that if they obey the same power, Acts viii. These passages* 
) the gospel they shall receive the gift of the}! are considered by many as affording sufficient 
Holy Ghost, that the people expect to see some]! gvyidence for some miraculous, visible, mani- 


wonderful manifestation; some great display} festation, whenever hands are laid on for the 
| of power, ersome extraordinary miracle per-|j gift of the Holy Ghost. , 


} formed; and it ie often the case that young|| We believe that the Holy Ghost is imparte a 

members in this church, for want of better in-|| by the laying on of hands of those in authority, 

: formation, curry along with them their old no- and that the gift of tongues, and also the gift 

tions of things and sometimes fall into eggre-|jof prophecy, ate gifts of the spirit, and are ob- 

gious errors, We have lately had seme infor-|| tained through that medium; but then to «ay } 

) mation concerning a few members that are in|| that men always prophesied and spoke in ton- 

this dilema, and for their information make a|| gues when they had the imposition of hands, 

: few remarks upen the subject. | would be to state that which is untrue, contrary 4 
We believe in the gift of the Holy Ghost| to the practice of the apostles, and at variance — 

being enjoyed now, as much as it was in the| with holy writ; for Paul says, “to one is given 


apostles days;—we believe that it is necessary | the gift of tongues, to another the gift of pro- 
to maké and ,te organize the priesthood; that} 


| phecy, and to another the gift of healing”—and 
no man can be called to fill any office in the} again, ‘do all prophecy? do all speak with 
ministry without it; we also believe in proph-|| tongues? do all interpret?” evidently shewing 


| 
esy, in tongues, in visions, and in revelations, | that all did not possess these several gifts; but that 
) in gifts, and in healings; and that these things || °° 


received one giftand another received anoth- 

er gift—all did not prophecy; all did not speak in 

‘aa | all did not work miracles; but all did 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 

and that holy men in these days speak by the 

same principle; we believe in its being a com-| 


| 
. 
ithe Christ, but by the Holy Ghost.” We believe 
4, 
| 
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istrations, while more frequently there is no 
manifestation at all that is visible to the sur- 
rounding multitude; this will eppear plain when 
we consult the writings of the apostles and no- 
tice their proceedings in relation to this matter. 
Paul, in 1 Cor. xii. says, “‘Now concerning 
spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you 
ignerant;” it is evident from this that some of 
them were ignorant in relation to these matters, 
or they would not needvinstruction. Again, in 
the xiv. chapter, he says “Follow after charity 
and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may 
prophecy.” It is very evident from these ecrip- 
tures tbat many of them had not spiritual gifts, 
for if they had spiritual gifts where was the ner 
cessity of Paul telling them to follow afterthem! 
end it is as evident that they did not all receive 
those gifts by the imposition of hands, for they 
as a Church had been baptized and confirmed 
by the laying on of handse—and yet to achurch 
of this kind, under the immediate inspection and 
seperintendance of the apostles, it was necessa- 
ry for Paul to say ‘follow after charity and desire 
e~ritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophecy,” 
evidently showing that those gifts were in the 
church but not enjoyed by_all in their outward 
manifestations. 

But supposing the gifts of the spirit were im- 
raediately, upon the impusition of hands, enjoy- 
ed by all, in all their fullness and power; the 
skeptic would still be as far from receiving any 
_ testimony except upon a mere casualty as be- 

fore, for all the gifts of the spirit are not visible 
to the natural vision, or understanding of man; 
indeed very few of them are. We read that 
“Christ ascended into heaven and gave gifts 
anto men; and he gave some apostles, and some 
prophets, and some evangelists, and some pas- 
tors and teachers; Eph.iv. The church isa 
compact body composed of different members 
‘and is strictly analagous to the human system, 
and Paul after speaking of the different gifts 
says, ‘‘Now yeare the body of Christ and cach 
one members in particular; and God hath set 
some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, 
then gifts of healing, helps, governments, di- 
versities of tongues. Are all aposties? are 
all prophets? are all teachers? are all workcrs of 
miracles? have all the gifts of healing? do all 
speak with tongues? do all interpret?’ It is 
evident that they do not; yet are they all mem- 
bers of the one body; all members of the natura! 
body, are not the eye, the ear, the head or the 
hand—yet the eye cannot say to the ear, I have 
no need of thee, nor the head to the foot, I pave 
no need of thee; they are all so many eomponent 
_ parte in the perfect maehine—the one body ;— 


andsf one member suffer, the whole of the mem- 
bers suffer with it; and if one member rejoice 
all the rest are honored with it. 
These then are all gifts; they come from God; 
they are of God; they are all the gifts of the 
Holy Ghost; they are what Christ ascended into 
heaven to impart; and yet how few of them ceuld 
be known by the generality ofmen. | Peterand 
John were apostles, yet the Jewish court sceurg. 
ed them as impostors. Paul was both an Apos. 
tle and prophet, yet they stoned him and pus 
him into prison, The people knew nothing 
about it, although he had in possession the gift 
ot tho Holy Ghort. Our Savior was *gnoint- 
ed with the oil of gladness above his fellows,” 
yet so far from the people knowing him, they 
said he was Beeizebub, and crucified him as an 
imposter, Who could point out a pastor, e 
teacher or an evangelist, by their appearance; 
yet had they the gift of the Holy Ghost. But 
to come to the ether members ot the church 
and examine the gifts as spoken of by Pai, and 
we shall find that the world can in general know 
nothing about them, and that there is but one 
or two that could be immediately known, if 
they were all poured out immediately upon the 
imposition of hands. 1 Cor. xii. Paul says, 
“There are diversities of gifts yet the same 
spirit; and there are differences of @dministra- 
tions, but the same Lord; and there are diversi- 
ties of operations, but it is the same God which 
worketh all in all. But the manifestation of 
the spirit is given unto every man to profit witb- 
all. For to one is given, by the spirit, the wor. 
of wisdom ; to another the word of knowledge, by 
the same spirit; to another faith by the sam 
spirit; to another the gifts of healing, by th 
same spirit; to another the working of miracles. 
to another prophecy; to another discérning of 
spirits; to another defers kinds of tongues; to an- 
other the interpretation of tongues. But all thea 
worketh that one and the self same spirit,dividing 
to each man severally as he will.” There an 
several gifts mentioned here, yet which of then. 
all could be known, by an observer,at the imposi- 
tion of hands? Theword ef wisdom,and the word 
of Lnowledge, are as much gifts as any other, yet 
if a person possessed both of these gifts, or re. 
ceived them by the imposition of hands, who 
would know it? Another migat receive the 
gift of faith, and they would be as ignorant of 
it. Orsuppose a man had the gift of healing, 
or power to work miracles, that would not then 
be known; it would require time and circum- 
stances to call these gifts into operation. Sup- 
pose a man had the discerning of spirits, wha 
would be the wiser for it? Or ifhe had the in 
terpretation of tengues, unless some one spoks 
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in on unknown tongue, he of course would have 
to be silent; there are only two gifts that could 


ites; but most generallywhen 


angels have come, 


| or God has rgvealed himself, it has been to in- 


be made visible—the gift of tongues and the|| dividuals in private—in their chamber—in the 


gift of prophecy. These are things that are the 
most talked about, and yet if a person spoke in 
ap unknown tongue, according te Paul’s testi- 
mony, he would be a ‘barbarian to those pre- 
sent.” They would say that it was giberish; 
and if he prophesied they would call it non- 
sense. The gift of tongues is the smallest 
gift perhaps of the whole, and yet it is one that 
is the most sought after. So that aecording to 
the testimony of scripture and the manifesta- 
tions of the spirit in ancient days, very little 
could be known about it by the surrounding 
multitude; except on some extraordinary occa- 
sion as on the day of Pentecost. The greatest, 
the best, and the most useful gifts would be 
known nothing about by an observer. It is 
true thata man might prophecy, which ie a 
great gift; and one that Paul told the people— 
the cHurch—to seek after and to covet, rather 
than to speak in tongues; but what does the 
world knew about prophesying? Paul says 
that it **serveth only to those that believe.””— 
But does not the scriptures say that they spake 
in tongues and prophesied? ,) ess but who is 
it that writes these scriptures? Notthe men of 
the world*or mere casual observers, but the 
Apostles—men who knew one gift from anoth- 
er, and of course were capable of writing about 
it; if we had the testimony of the scribes and 
pharisees concegning the out-pouring of the 
spirit on the day of Pentacost, they would have 
told us that it was no gift, but that the people 
“were drunken with new wine,” and we shall 
finally have to come to the same conclusion that 
Paul did, that **no man knows the things of God 
but by the spirit of God,” for with the great reve- 
lations of Paul, when he was caught up into the 
third heaven and saw things that were 1:ot law- 
ful to utter, no man was apprised of it until he 
mentioned it himself fourteen years after; and 
when John had the curtains of heaven with- 
drawn, and by vision looked through the dark 
vista of future ages, and contemplated events 
that shéuld transpire throughout every subse- 
quent period of time until the final winding up 
scene—while he gazed upon the glories of the 
eternal world, saw an innumerable compsny of 
angels and heard the voice of God—it wasin 
the spirit oh the Lord’s day; unnoticed and un- 
observed by the world. 

The manifestatitions of the?gift of the Holy 
Ghost; the ministering of angels; or the devel- 


opment of the power, majesty or glory of God} 


were very seldom masifested publicly, and that 


generally to the people of God; as to the Israel-| 


wilderness or fields; and that generally without 
noise ortumult. The angel delivered Peter out 
of prison in the dead of night—came to Paul 
unobserved by the rest of the crew—appeared 
to Mary and Elizabeth without the knowledge 
of others—spoke to John the Baptist whilst the 
people around were ignorant of it, When Eli- 
sha eaw the chariots of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof, it was unknown to others. When the 
Lord appeared toA braham it was at his tent door, 
when the angels went to Lot no person knew 
them but himself, which was the case probably 
with Abraham and his wife; when the Lord ap- 
peared to Moses it was in the burping bush, in 
the tabernacle, or on the mountain top; when 
Elijah was taken ina chariot of fife, it was 
unobserved by the world; and when ke 
was in the cleft of a rock, there was loud thun- 
der, but the Lord was not in the thunder; there 
was on earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and then there wasa still small 
voice, which was the voice of the Lord, saying, 
what dost thou here, Elijah? + 

The Lord eannot always be known by the 
thunder of his voice; by the display of his 
glory, or by the manifestation of his power; — 
and those that are the most anxious to see these 
things, are the least prepared to meet them; 
and were the Lord to manifest his power as he 
did to the children of Israel, such characters 
would be the first to say-**let not the Lord 
speak any more, lest we his people die.” 

We would say to the brethren seck to know 
God in your closets, call upon him in the 
fields; follow the directions of the Book of 
Mormon, and pray over, and for, your families, 
your cattle, your flocks, your herds, your corn, 
and all things that you possess; ask the blese- 
ing of God upon all your labors, and every 
thing that you engage in; be ‘virtuous, and 
pure, be men of integrity and trath, keep the 
commandments of God, and then you will be 
able more perfectly to understand the differ- 
ence between right and wrong; between the 
things of God, and the thingsof men; and 
your path will be like that of the just, **which 
shineth brighter, and brighter, unto the per- 
fectday.” Be not go curious about tongues, 
do not speak in tongues except there be an 
interpreter present; the ultimate design of 
tongues is to speak to foreigners, and if persons 
are very anxious to display their intelligence, 
let them speak to such in their own tongues. 


The gifts of God are ‘all useful in their place, 
but when they are spplied to that which God 
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does not intend, they prove an injury, a snare, 
and a curse instead of a blessing, We may 
at some future time, enter more” fully into this 


subject; but shall let this suffice for the pres- 
ent.—Eb. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


LETTER 
FROM ELDER GEORGE J. ADAMS. 
New York, April 21, 1842. 


Beloved Brother in Christ—As I have 
just arrived from England, and have a few 
hours of leisure time, | thought a short 
history of my labors during the past sea- 
son would not be altogether uninteresting 
to the readers of your valuable periodical. 

By the advice and counsel of our high- 
ly esteemed brother, Elder O. Hyde, on 
the first of January, 1841, ] commenced 
- to set my house in order, to leave my na- 
tive iand and go to the nations of the 
earth to assist in declaring the fulness of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ toa dark and 
benighted world. According toarrange- 
ments previously made, on the 13th of 
February, 1841, left my friends and the 
companion of my early days, to assist in 
carrying to a land of strangers “glad tid- 
ings of great joy.” I left in company 
with, and under the direction of the above 
named brother; we left in the packet ship 
United States, bound for Liverpool, where 
we arrived after a’short passage of eigh- 
teen days; we were kindly received by 
Elder Taylor and the brethren in Liver- 
pool; we stayed with them two days, and 
then, in company with brother Joseph 
Fielding, we proceeded on to Preston, the 

rincipal place of Elder Hyde’s former 
abors. Nothing could exceed the joy 
that was manifested by the saints in once 
more beholding this our brother. Here 
we were soon joined by our beloved broth- 
er, H.C. Kimball; this made my joy com- 
plete for the then present tims, as it was 
from this brother that I first heard the 
fullness of the gospel. By the counsel of 
these two brethren | stopped and labored 
a few weeks in Preston, Farington, South- 
port, and the adjacent country, during 
which time a number were baptized. Ear- 
ly in April I went to Manchester to attend 
the Conference, and there it was counsel- 
ed by Elder Kimball and others, and 
agreed by the quorum of the Twelve, 
that [ should go and labor in Bedford and 
the vicinity thereof. Accordingly, on the 
Oth of April, | left Manchester in compa- 


ny with my highly esteemed brother Lo. 
renzo Snow, the President of the London 
Conference; after traveling;together about 
one hundred miles we arrived in Bir. 
miogham, and there I was counseled by 
Elder Snow to remain and labor a few 
days. I accordingly remained eight days, 
preached eleven times, baptized a number 
and then proceeded on my way to Bed. 
ford, in order to enter more fully upon the 
mission assigned me. I arrived in Bed- 
ford on the 20th day of April, and soon 
found the brethren, who received me with 
great kindness. In the evening | attend. 
ed a meeting of the sainta at their chapel 
in Hassett sireet, and spoke a few minutes 
to a very small congregation, chiefly 
Saints; at the close of the meeting I gave 
out preaching for Thursday evening, at 
which time a few strangers attended to 
hear the preacher from America. At 
the close I gave out preaching three times 
for the following Sabbath; at which time 
we had a large and respectable congrega- 
tion, who listened with attention to tbe 
glorious truths of the fulness of the gos- 
pel. The following week a number came 
forward and were baptized. The next 
Sabbath I gave notice to the branch at 
Honneydon to meet with the saints in 
Bedford, accordingly, on the following 
Sabbath a large concourse of people as- 
sembled, and we found it wisdoin to or- 
dain six to tho office of Priest, to assist 
in preaching the gospel to the surrounding 
country; this proved to be too’ strong 
meat for the people of Bedford, and some 
of their great men challenged me to dis- 
cuss our principles. I of course accept- 
ed their challenge, and in the discussion 
[ had to contend against all the lying 
statements that had been published in 
America or Europe; in the midst of the 
opposition made by our enemies to the 
truth, and when I was nearly borne down 
by sectarian lies, filth, and bigotry, El- 
der O. Hyde came to my rescue; after 
which our enemies soon retired from the 
field in confusion and disgrace, without 
having left a stone to tell where slumbers 
the ashes of these fallen Heroes. From 
that time to the present the truth has 
stood triumphant in Bedford, no man dar- 
ing to come forth in public to oppose it. 
Elder O. Hyde remained with us a few 
da'ys, during which time he - us much 
good instruction, and taught us many 
glorious truths. He then gave us the 


parting hand to hasten and fill his mission 
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in the east. His memory will long be 
cherished by the saints in Bedford and its 
vicinity; in fact I shal! never forget this 
brother’s kindness to me; no, never, while 
memory holds her seat; and [ trust the 
counsel and good advice that | have re- 
ceived from this brother from time to time 
in traveling with him, will never be for- 
gotten by'me. After the above I continu- 
ed laboring in Bedford, Maldon, Honney- 
don, Northampton, Thorncut, and the ad- 
jacent country until the 19th of July, dur- 
ing which time many were baptized and’ 
are now rejoicing in the hope of the glory 
of God that is to be revealed in the latter 


and others; until October 3d, during which 

time many were baptized from week to 
week. On- the day above named, it ber 
ing the last that I should remain among 
them previous to my departure, I preach- 
ed three times, confirmed 19, and a num- 
ber were ordained to the different offices. 
On Wednesday, Oct. 6th, 1 bade them a 
final farewell in Bedford amidst the pray- 
ers and blessings of the saints and friends. 
I then, agreeable to previous appointment, 
vroceeded on my way to Birmingham and 
West Broomwich, where | remained and 
labored about three weeks,during mpystay a 
number were baptized and many believed. 


times. At the time above stated, at the 


I continued my journey from Birminghatn 


request of brother Snow, I visited London: 
to preach in his place while he visited, 
Bedford. During my stay in London, | 


to ‘Liverpool (where there was a lar 
church raised by Elder John Taylor) to 
‘fill appointments I had made more than 


(about seven weeks,) [ visited Rams-) three months previous. I arrived in Liv- 
gate and Woolwich, in Ramsgate | bap-)erpool the 30th of October, ang the next 
tized Capt. Harris, an o]d Methodist, and |Uay being Sabbath I preached twice, and 


ordained him to preach the gospei. [| also) 
baptized a number at Woolwich, and then! 
returned to London. During my stay 
in London [{ held two public discussions’ 
with the great men of this generation, in 
both of which the truth came off triumph- 
ent. Durirg my stay in London forty 
were baptized, and full as many in Bed~ 
ford and its vicinity by Elder Snow. 
About this time I received such counsel | 
from Elder Kimball and other brethren’! 
in America ag warranted me in making 


arrangements to returo home in the fall, } 


] also counselled with iiders Pratt and 
Snow, und they gave their consent to my 
return; and on Sabbath, the 12th of we a8 
tember, | gave my farewell address to the 
people of London, we had a large and at-| 
tentive congregation, the people were very | 
kind to me, especially our beloved broii- 
er Elder Snow. This our brotacr has 
had much to contend with in proclaiming | 
the truth in London and Woolwich, the 
foundation of which was laid by Elders 
Kimball, Smith and Woodruff. But the 
Almighty ®as abundantly blessed his la- 
bors, and he is accomplishing a greatand 
mighty work in these places in the name 
of the Lord. On Saturday, the 18th day 
of September, | left London for Bedford 
to finish my labors in that region previous 
to my return home. J arrived in Bedford 
late in the evening, and on the following 
day préached three times toa crowded 
chapel; after the above | continued preach- 
ing in Bedford and the surrounding coun- 


in the evening I gave my reasons for re- 
nouncing Mcthowism. The Music Hall 
was crowded to overflowing, there were 
over two thousand persons present; I 
continued laboring in Liverpoo! a number 
jof wéeks, during which time I held five 
public discussions, in every one of which 
ithe truth triumphed; to God be all the 
praise. During my stay io Liverpool 
many were baptized and hundreds were 
‘enquiring after the truth. At the time I 
\delivered my farewell lecture the Hall 
was compietely full, at the close the en- 
tire congregation gave me their good will 
and blessing. 

} arly in November my passage was 
engaged in the ship Mersey, Capt. Rae, 
to sail for New York by the 25th of Nov. 
but owing to contrary winds and stormy 
weather we did not sail untj! the 31st. of 
‘December. We had 200 souls on board, 
and among them a clergyman of the 
‘Church of England; the first eight days 
we had fair wind and good weather, but 


after that time we had gale after gale for 


five weeks with head winda, which finally 
ended in a tempest that commenced on 
Sunday the 6th of February, 1842, and 
lasted with unabated fury for seven days, 
during which time‘we were driven back 
towards England seven hundred miles; 
our helm broken, our round house wash- 
ed away, our main-mast sprung,.dur bul- 
warks stove in, and our provisions almost 
exhausted: so much that it was deemed 
advisable to return to England, 1| would. 


try, assisted by Elder Joseph Brotherton 


be glad to give a full account of the cir- 


— 
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cumstances that took place while we 
were at sea but that would occupy too 
‘arge a spaee; suffice it to say thet the 
Lord so ordered it, that I had a full oppor- 
tunity to teach the fulluess of the gospel! 
to Captain, Clergyman, and all the pas- 
sengers, and inthe end they all looked to 
me for counsel and advice. It was made 
known to me ina night vision long before 
wa returned that we could not reach New 
York at that time but would be compelled 
to return to Liverpool for some wise end 
and purpose, and although many expect- 
ed to meet 4 watery grave, I told them if 
they returned to Liverpool not one of 
them should perish; but if they persisted 
ja going to New York they would bs 
wrecked and many lives would be lost. 
Finally, after the vesse] had become al- 
most disabled and the tempest etill raging 
with unabated fury, the Captain conclud- 
ed to take my counsel nnd turn the ship 
towards England. At this time we had 
only about ten day’s provisions, allowin 

about one meal per day, and that chiefly 
oatmeal and water; some of the water 
that we were compelled to drink had dead 
putrid rats in it which gave some of the 
passengers pains in their bowels; but I can 
praise the Lord that from the time | left 
Liverpool until my return, which was 
nearly ten weeks, I had not one hour’s 
pain or sickness. In just eleven days af- 
ter we put the ship about we landed safe 
in Liverpool precisely as I had told the 
we should; we landed on the 25th of Feb- 
ruary, and on the 27th | preached three 
times in Liverpool to eatlewion congre- 
gations, and among others we had Capt. 
Rae, the Clergyman and many of their 
friends; our return created a great excite- 
ment in Liverpool, and will cause hun- 
dreds to hearéhe truth. I remained in 
Liverpool about three weeks, and then 
by the counsel of elder P. P. Pratt, 
my passage was engaged for me on the 
packet ship Sheridan, to sail for New 
York the 16th of March. Previous to 
the sailing of the Sheridan [ had the hap- 
piness to see some of the passengers of 
the Merfey embrace the truth by repent- 
ing and being baptized, and some of them 
are now on their way to Nauvoo, by the 
ships Hanover and Desterwe, under the 
direction of the saints; one ot them, the 
Hanover, sailed on the 15th of Mareh, 
and the other was to sail on the 17th. 
Elder Amos Fielding was on board the 
Hanover; the Sheridan sailed on the 16th 


= 
with 400 souls on board, we had a ge 
of 31 days, landing in New York the 16th 


‘of April, | preached every Sabbath during 


our passage, and sometimes during the 
week, they treated me with kindness, and 
hundreds on board of the Sheridan listens 
ed with profound attention to the fulness 
of the gospel; many of them are believing 
and no doubt but they will embrace the 
work soon. 

I need not tell you how I was received 
by my family and friends in New York, 
language cannot describe,jt; but suffice it 
to say they received me as one from the 
dead. A few words of reflection upon 
the whele and I must close, In looki 
back upon the\past, when | behold the 
goodness and metcy of the Lord, J am lost 
in wonder and amazement; | haveybeheld 
the rolling forth of the great work that 
God hath sethis hand to perform, not on. 
ly in this land but throufhout the vast 
empire of Great Britain. In Bedford 
and ite vicinity, the particular field of my 
labors, what a work has the Lord our God 
performed. When, by the council of H. 
C. Kimball, and sanction of the whole 
Conference, | took charge of that branch 
(under the Presidency of Elder Snow) we 
had but two preaching places, two priests 
and between fifty and sixty members; 
now there is about fifteen preaching places 
seven elders, fourteen priests, and over 
two hundred and fifty members; and still 
the “work is spreading far and wide. | 
also would bear testimony to the untire- 
ing zeal and arg eg of my brethren 
throughout that land, especially our be- 
loved brethren, Elders P. P. Pratt, Levi 
Richards, Lorenzo Snow, brother Curtis, 
and many others. I'was absent from N. 
York fourteen months and thrge days, 
during which time I have preathed, or 


bore testimony in public, by sea and land, | 


over 500 times, traveled over fifteen thou- 
sand miles, hela fifteen public discussions, 
baptized ard confirmed some hundreds; 
and | have seen error, supersytion, big- 
otry and priestcraft giving way on every 
side before the power of eternal truth. 
Thus you see tne work of the Lord is 
rolling on both by sea and land, and my 
sincere prayer is, that it may continue to 
roll on until it bscomes the glory of the 
nations; oven so, Amen. | 
With sentiments of high esteeem, I sub 
scribe myself your friend and brother in 


the new and overienteg covenant, 
GEORGE J.’ ADAMS, 
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MORMONISM. 

The Pittsburgh American says, that Jos. 
Smith, cannot be denied the att@bute of great- 
ness. We have considered thesaid Jo Smith, 
High Priest of Mormonism; and self-styled 
Prophet, ae the prince of Loafers. He is a man 
without education or genius. Hé hasa little 


jow cunning. His only greadness must con- 
sist in rascallity. He used to live near “these 


diggings,” and some of hys “revelations” were 


very —Clev. Her ald. 


Noman wasevera Prophet near the edge 
of his own diggins. Nevertheless friend Har- 
ris, you will not deny but that Jo Smith, 
joafer, financier, or rascal, if you cheose, has 
bailt up a new sect, unaided and alone, and 
that too inthe very heart of New-England, 
walled in as it is with echool houses, colleges, 
and churches. Weknow nothing personally of Je 
Smith, and very little of his doctgine It may be 
ahumbug or fraud, or like somf® of the dog- 


ma’s of the schools, too profound for our com- |} 


prehension, We know that principally from a 
country whieh boasts ite superior intelligence ; 
where ignorance is supposed to be banished, 
and every man and womon taught to read and 
write, he has built up a name, a temple and.a 
city, conquering all opposition, and this both 
vindictive and powerful, and so entirely unaid- 
ed that he can exclaim like the proud and 
haughty Romar “alone I did it.” 

If he is advancing the cause of truth, he cer- 


. tainly has claim to our sympathics and respect, 


as well for its discovery as the bold and de- 
termined manner fn which he has maintained it, 
If itis a gross imposture as you assert, he must 
he both ingenious and canning to gloss over its 
deformities, and make them so attractive. We 
have nothing to do with its doctrines—we only 
consider him the most remarkable man among 


‘the “diggins."—Pittsburgh Sat. Eve. Visiter. 


CONFERENCE MINUTES, . 
_ Grafton Ohio, May 14th, 1842. } 
Conference met according to appoint- 
ment, and organized by voting Joha 
Hughes president, and W. V. Hakes 
clerk. After singing a hymn, Bro. 
Hughes addressed the throne of grace; 
after which he proceeded to read the 
duty of the official characters, and mem- 
bers, from the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants. The different branches com- 
posing this conference were then rep- 

resented. 
Br. Hakes represented the branch at 


Grafton, 33, members, high pr.est, 


elders, 1 priest, 2 
all’ in stand 

Bro. Welden represented the brancli at 
Brownhelen, consisting of 10 members, 1 
priest and one deacon. | 

The branch; at Brooklin and Parma, re- 
presented by Bro. Beal, 9 members, I 
priest and one deacon. 

The branch at Littlefield, recently rais- 
ed up by Bro’s. Gaylord and Hughes, re- 
presented by Bro. Morrison; i0 members, 
1 priest, 1 teacher, and one deacon. 

The branch at Homer, represented by 
Bro. Campbell; 10 members, ! priest, 1 
teacher and one deacon. 

Conference then adjourned for one 
hour. 

Conference met according to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened by prayer by Br. 
Weeden. The following persons were 
then recommended to the conference, 
from ¢he different branches, as proper 
persons to receive ordinations; Bro’s. 
Teffany, Humphrey, and Beals to re- 
ceive the office of elders; and Bro’s. 
Grennell, and Morrison, that of priests; 
they were then unanimously elected to 
those offices, and received their ordin- 
ation. 

Elijah Persons, priest of Brownhelm 
branch, had charges perfered against 
him, which were sustained, andhe was 
cutoff from the church, and his license 
ordered to be taken from him. 

* Conference voted, that all elders go- 
ing out to promulgate the gospel, within 
the bounds of this conference shall take 
a letter of commendation; it was also 
voted, that this conference shall hereaf- . 
ter be known, as the Lorain Conference. | 

Bro. Hughes resigned the office of Pre- 
sident of the branch at Grafton, that he 
might go into the vineyard and fulfill some 
of the many calls that’they had to preach | 
in the surrounding towns. 

Bro. Wetherby was unanimously chos- 
en and ordained President of the Grafton 
branch. 

Several discourses were delivered by 
the elders Boe = which were yery in- 
teresting. Elder Hughes made some very 
appropriate remarks on the gifts of the 
gospel, followed by Weeden, Wetherby, 
Gaylord and others, to a very large con- 
gregation. 

Cenference then adjourned until the first 
Saturday in September next. 


W. V. Haxss, Clerk 


JOHN HUGHES, Prest. 
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